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" That is too obvious," he remarked once when I suggested some orchestral scoring to him. On another occasion, when at the organ, his own discords, which are too keen for many people, sounded " too sweet and cloying" to him.
I do not promise that everything I am going to say in this book will be agreeable to all, although I shall avoid as far as possible any parti pris. Great admirer as I am of most of Scott's music, and also of the man himself, I do not like oil his music, nor the remainder of it equally well, any more than 1 agree xmreservedly with many of his clever pungent sayings. I feel certain, however, that a wider knowledge of his music, and no less of his many novel views, will be advantageous to all infceresterl in art. Whereas new views, new thoughts, and indeed anything savouring of change, will always be distasteful to some, we cannot stop the onward march of things any more than the leopard can change his spots. To the conservatives I would suggest that going-forward into the future, with one's gaze fixed on the past, is as foolish a proceeding as for a soldier to go into action with his back to the foe. At the best it is not the sign of a fine spirit, nor will he get the first glimpse of such glories as the future may hqld.
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